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Mirza xxv. 19. 


au. a bong Time the Lord 15 thoſe 
Servants cometh, and reckoneth with 
them... 


do T ſhould ſeem to be 4 ada 


I K preſumption, when we conſider 
'the nature and ineſtimable value 
of our immortal ſouls, that the 

One 7 Sing needful would conſtantly en- 


page the attention of mankind, in preference 


to all other cares and purſuits. But in the 


preſent ſtate of the world, the fact is, that 
mankind are in general the moſt negligent 
of what is in itſelf, and in reference to their 


own tverlaſting welfare, the moſt important 
concern of all. Even in thoſe caſes, where 
there is no difficulty in underſtanding the in- 
timate and inſeparable connection between 
our future happineſs, and a practical atten- 


tion to the weighty truths of revelation, we 
ſand 
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Wind in need of line upon le, Ink 1 
upon precept. This was evidently the tem- 
per and ſituation of thoſe, among whom our 
Bleſſed Lord exerciſed his perſonal Miniſtry. 
And it ſhould ſeem that from a condeſcend- 
ing regard to the hardneſs of their hearts, 
and out of pity and compaſſion to their im- 
mortal ſouls, he took many different me- 
thods, and made uſe of a variety of repreſen- 
tations, to inculcate.upon them the ſame in- 

tereſting truths. Among others, he. fre- 
_ quently adopted the method of intro e 

by parables, in which, by the uſe and appli- 

_ cation. of the molt pertinent. and beautiful 
5 ſimilitudes, he taught them many leſſons of 

divine wiſdom. There 18 ſomething pecu- 
liarly pleaſing and engaging | in theſe. igura- 
tive repreſentations; and it is one principal 
| advantage of this method of inſtrution, | that 
- the truths thus repreſented, are adapted to 
ſtrike the paſſions more forcibly, aud ſo are 
more eaſily remembered, than when they are 
conveyed to us in different language. 5 

The context informs us, that our Divine 
| Maſter had juſt before delivered the inſtruc- 
tive parable of the Ten Virgins ;, and with an 
| evident intention of rene wing, or ſtrengthening 
the impreſſions which that might; be ſuppoſed 
to oy: made on the minds of his hearers, he 
1 imme- 


2 
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| ET. 
immedi iately added, what is in ſubſtance the 
repetition of a parable which he had before 
delivered, but with ſome variation in the 
circumſtances. The parable is this. For 
the kingdom of heaven is as 4 man travelling 
into a 7 far country, bo called bis own x ſervants, 
and delivered unto them his goods. And unto 
one be gave five talents, 70 another to, and 
#0 another one ; to every man according fo bis 
ſeveral ability, and flraightway took. his jour- 
LS = hen he that had received the. ive talents 
went and traded with the ſame, and made 
them other” five talents. And likewiſe he that - 
had received two, he 4 4% gained other two. 
But he that had received one, went and digged 
In the earth, and hid his Lord's money. After 
long time the Lord of theſe ſervants cometh, 
and reckoneth with them. And ſo he that had 
received the ve talents, came and brought 
other foe talents ; We; ing. Lord, thou deli: 
veredſt unto me ve talents; behold, T have gained 
befides them five talents more. His Lord ſaid 
unto him, M, OY thou good and faithful fer- 
vant, thi been r faithful over a few things, 
JT will make to. ruler over many things ; enter 
thou into the Joy of thy Lord. He alſo that 
bad received the le falents, came and faia, 
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Tord, tlou deliveredſt unto me 4400 talents 3 
_ behold, I have. gained two other ralents Beider 
them: His Lord 4 unto him, W ell done, 
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ruler « over. - many K. ; enter chow into the 
joy of thy Lord. Then be which had received 
the one talent, came and aid, Lorg, 45 knew 
thee, that thou art an hard man, reaping 
where thou baft not ſown, and gathering where 
thou haſt. not flrawed; and I was ajraid, and 
went. and Bid 700 talen in the earth ; ho, there 
thou haſt. that is thine. His Lord anſwered 

and ſaid unto him, J. hou wicked and Hothful 


ſervant, _ thou Eneueſi that 1 reap where TI 


ſowed not, and | gather where I have not ftraw- 
ed; thoy ougbteſt therefore to have put my 
money. to the exchang gers, and thᷣen at my com- 


ing, I H oull have received mine own with 


E ry. Tate therefore the talent from him, 


and give it unto him which bath the ten ta- 
"Jents. For unto every one that hath, ſhall be 


given, and he ſhall have abundance ; ; but From 


bim that hath not, ſhal{ be talen away, even 
that which he hath. Ang caſt ye the unpro- 


Ptable fervant into outer darkneſs ; there ſhall 


be weeping and gnaſbing of teeth. 


The genuine meaning of the parable. ſeems 
to be, That t God is pleaſed to en- 
truſt 


© 
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truſt men with various gifts and abilities, 


which are capable of improvement to his 
glory, and their own felicity; our bleſſed 
Maſter, who is conſtituted Lord and Judge» 
will come in the appointed time to fit in 


judgment upon them; to require an account 
of the improvement, which they have ſeve- 
rally made of their reſpective endowments. 


and privileges; to puniſh the negligent and 


flothful. ſervants ; and to. confer a glorious 


reward on thoſe, who, through grace, have 
faithfully. improved what was entruſted to 
them. 

That part « of the Parable which I have ſelect- 
ed, may not perhaps appear improper, to em- 
ploy, our meditations upon the preſent occa- 
ſion; and they may be aſſiſted, by taking 
into our conſideration, 


1. The ſeveral talents which are delivered 
to, us s for our improvement. 


"It; Wherein that improvement of our 
talents conſiſts, which will hereafter be re- 
105 of us. 


And ” any thing” ned ſhould be 
| bleſſed of God to be a means of preparing us 


for giving up our account with joy, I ſhall. 
neither preach, nor you hear in vain, Let 


A 4 us 


(+1 
us endeayour to keep this end in view. I 
am in the firſt LPs: brief: and nee, 1 


| "yy fo. mention the 33 „ 4 AS, 
are delivered to us for our improvement. 


The parable teaches us, that in the dif- 
tribution of the talents, God exerciſeth his 

own ſovereign pleaſure, diſpenſing to ſome 
more than to others, as ſeemeth beft to him 
who is infinite in wiſdom, and righteous in 
all his ways. It were preſumption to ima- 
gine; that the utmoſt efforts of our limited 
powers, ſhould be able to inveſtigate the rea- 
fon of alt thoſe national or perfonal-diftinc- 
tions, which are obſervable in the diſpenſa- 
tions of divine providence. Nor is it an 
inquiry of any moment to us, while we have 
the cleareſt evidence of the perfect rectitude 
of the ſupreme Being, together with the full 
aſſurance, that the myſterious plan of provi- 
dence will hereafter be explained; and the 
wiſdom, equity, harmony and beauty of all 
its ſeveral parts, be unfolded to, the admira- 
tion of the ſaints in heaven, Our 1 more im- 
mediate and intereſting concern it is, to aim 
at the right improvement of thoſe talents 
which have been ſeverally allotted Io" us. 
Hmong theſe wks be als. 9 101 


ltc Our 
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(.) Our natural ee for uſefulneſs 
pad happineſs 1 


The rational powers of che human mind 
coi the original; and a moſt honour- 
able diſtinction between us, and all the in- 
ferior claſſes of created Being. Without 
the poſſeſſion of theſe, we ſhould be utterly 
incapable of attaining to the knowledge of 
God, of being employed in his ſervice, of 
bearing his reſemblance, or of partaking of 
all, or any of thoſe exalted pleaſures,” which 
are derived from the enjoyment of his favour. 
| From the" poſſeſſion” of 'theſe reſult our ac- 
countableneſs. to God, and our capacity for 
immortal happineſs. When therefore we 
reflect on theſe endowments of our reaſonable 
nature, we ought to conſider them as talents 
committed to us for our improvement, in 
ſubſerviency to the chief and moſt important 
end, for the attainment of which they were 
originally conferred on the human race. In 
the ſame light they ought alſo to be conſider- 
ed, fo far as they qualify us for rendering 
any valuable ſervices to our fellowy- creatures, 
in the different relations in which we ſtand 
to them. And as we are thus to think of 

- our powers themſelves, ſo ought we alſo to 

judge of all our mental acquiſitions; of all 
| r 6 0 by the cultivation and 
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improvement of the faculties of our minds. 
It would be caſting the moſt diſhonourable 
reflection upon our Creator, to ſuppoſe that 
the various powers of the human mind were 
not intended to anſwer ſome noble purpoſes, 
correſpondent to the advantages they afford 
us; or to imagine that they may with im- 
punity either remain uncultivated when we 


enjoy the means of improvement, or be ſacri- 


legiouſly alienated n the ſervice of God 
our Creator. * 

In the ſame. view may Fa lac all thoſe 
bodily. ſcnſes, which are the inlets of know- 
ledge ; together with thoſe capacities for 
action, which are dependent upon the frame 


and ſtate of the body. And if it hath; pleaſed 


God to allot to us a vigorous and healthy 


conſtitution, we ſhould ſurely account this 


alſo a talent of no inconſiderable value. For 
as there is the moſt intimate connection 
between the ſoul and body, all the operations 
of the mind will be more or leſs affected, by 
the ſtate of that material organized ſyſtem, 
with which it is now ſo cloſely united. In- 


deed the difference in the capacity for im- 


proving our minds, and all our other advan- 
tages, when we: enjay uninterrupted health, 
and when we are labouring under frequent 
and painful bodily indiſpoſitions, is incon- 

ceivable 


21 1 f 
celvable to thoſe 4 are experimentally unac- 
quainted with it. When we are diſabled for 
the conſtant and vigorous improvement of 
our minds, by the frequent returns of any 
badily infirmities, we not only loſe the time, 
that we are wholly laid aſide from proſecut- 
ing the means of enriching our minds with 
knowledge; but the few broken fragments 
which are left us, are gathered up with little 
reſolution, or ſpirit. The mind ſinks under 
the diſcouragement ariſing from the fear of 
renewed interruptions. T his often creates a 


feeble languor in all its exerciſes. There is 


alſo an inactive diſſatisfaction ſpringing from 


the conſcious imperfection of all preſent attain- 


ments, when there is ſo ſlender an hope of ever 
making any conſiderable progreſs i in the pur- 
ſuits of ſcience, or of being in any great 
degree uſeful in the world. And I the rather 
mention this, to engage fork as are now ſo 
happy to be comparatively ftrangers to in- 
firmity and diſeaſe, both ſuitably to prize, 
and thankfully to improve the diſtinguiſhed 
bleſſing which they age 1 11 817) 


. Al our religious privileges, are to be 
reckoned among the te nee to us 
for our rem | 


; 
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It was directly and principally with! a'view 
he advantages enjoyed by a divine revela- 
tion, that this inſtructive parable was deliver- 
ed by our Lord to his diſciples, Of all the 


privileges we enjoy, thoſe are certainly the 


moſt valuable, which have the moſt direct 
tendency to promote our religious intereſts. 
Now that the diſcoveries of divine revelation 
are in this view. of ineſtimable value, will be 


ſurely acknowledged by all, who attentively 
conſider the darkneſs and diſorder which ſin 
hath introduced into the world, The bleffings 


reyealed in the goſpel, are, in themſelves, 
perfectly ſuitable to the guilty and depraved 
ſtate of the world; and when its ſacred doc- 
trines are received into a believing and obe- 


dient heart, they will prove the effectual 
means of forming us for a complete and 


eternal felicity. Nothing is more eafily de- 
monſtrable, than that the happineſs of man 


muſt be derived from the favour and friendſhip | 
of his Maker. And fince it is evident, that 


by ſin we have forfeited his favour, and in- 
curred his righteous diſpleaſure; the full and 
gracious aſſurance of reconciliation with our 


offended Sovereign, by the Mediation of 


Jeſus, Chriſt his Son, was ſurely the . beſt 
news ever brought to our fallen race. There 


was an emphatical propriety: in that conſola- 


tory 


r 
f 
| 
» 
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Ls. 
tory addreſs of the Angel to the Shephoeds 
Behold, I bring you good tidings of great Joys 
which ſhell be to all people. For unte you rs 
born this day, in the city of David, a Saviour 
which is Chriſt the Lord x. The invitations, 
precepts, and promiſes of the goſpel, might 
all be diſtinctly conſidered. as ſo many dif- 


ferent talents; and eſpecially the promiſed 
aids of divine influences, to regenerate and 


ſanctify us; to enable us to purſue, and to 
form us to a meetneſs for the enjoyment of 
eternal life. If ever we are made truly ac- 


quainted with our own ſpiritual ſtate, we 


ſhall account it our greateſt Happineſs and 
privilege to live under the goſpel diſpenſa- 
tion—to- have the unſearchable riches. of 
Chriſt as a Saviour ſet before us; for our en- 


' couragement to hope for pardon, under the 


conſciouſneſs of the guilt and demerit of fin, 
We ſhall not only bear our teſtimony to the 


_ reaſonableneſs of the declaration made by the 


Apoſtle, but feelingly adopt it for our own. 
I count all things but loſs,. for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Cbriſt Feſus my Lord r. 
Greater hleſſings could not poſſibly be con- 


ferred on apoſtate Men, than thoſe which 


are promiſed to believers in Jeſus Chriſt. 


And lines 21 is the caſe, to ſit under the 


| ſtated 
* Luke ii. 10, 11. + Philip. iii. 8. 
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ſtated miniſtry of the word of God, and 
thereby to be fully informed of the nature of 


dur ſituation in the preſent life—to be taught 


the way of ſalvation and furniſhed with the 
plaineſt directions, and moſt powerful mo- 


tives for the right conduct of human life, 


will certainly be reckoned as a talent i in our 
final account. 

Under this head, 1 woilld farther beg 
leave to ſuggeſt; that the advantage of a re- 
ligious education is by no means to be neg- 
lected in this view. This makes a moſt 
material difference in our circumſtances, com- 
pared with thoſe of others, who are deſtitute 


of ſo great an advantage. It is a mean of 


keeping us out of the reach of many tempta- 
tions, to which the neglected mind is ex- 
poſed. It reſtrains and counteracts, in ſome 
meaſure, the early operation of our own evil 
inclinations, and preſerves us from contract- 


ing thoſe vicious habits in the period of our 


childhood, which harden the mind againſt 
conviction; and throw innumerable impedi- 


ments in the way of ſuch, as from their in- 


fancy have been accuſtomed to the unre- 


ſtrained indulgence of their corrupt appetites, 


and impetuous paſſions. To. the talents 
8 mentioned may be added 


3 % 3. ) What 


1 . 


L 3 
(4: 4 Whatſoever advantages our ſituation 
and circumſtances in life afford * for d 
good to mankind. l | 


In the different Etuations of life, the 
providence of God affords us various oppor- 
tunities of being uſeful to others. Our tem- 
poral bleſſings are talents, which religious 
wiſdom and humanity may convert into the 
means of comfort to ourſelves, and of profit 
to others. The diſtinctions of wealth and 
influence are only valuable, ſo far as they 
enlarge our capacity for uſefulneſs in the 
world. It ſhould feem to be a clear point, 
at leaſt to the reflections of a generous mind, 
that the inequality of the outward circum- 
ſtances of mankind, was not intended to ex- 
clude the lower claſſes of life, from the 
actual enjoyment of every comfort of life; 
but rather to vary the methods of divine 
providence in communicating good to men. 
While ſome receive their bleſſings more im- 
mediately from the hand of God himſelf, 
others are rendered in ſome degree dependent 
upon their- fellow- creatures; whoſe larger 
poſſeſſions were not given them as an abſo- 
lute property, nor intended merely for the 
perſonal advantage of thoſe who hold them ; 
but are likewiſe to be Tees, as in part 

entruſted. 


4 
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entruſted to their diſtribution for the good of 
others. They are talents, for the faithful 
improvement of which an account will be 
hereafter required. Our Bleſſed Lord has 
frequently repreſented. riches in this light; 
and tecommended it to his diſciples, by a 
| wiſe and benevolent uſe of them, to make to 
| themſelves rien of the Ma ammon of unrighte- 
| mh 
Or if we ourſelyes do not poſſeſs an abund- 
ance ; we may nevertheleſs, by the favour of 
providence, be in the poſſeſſion of other ex- 
ternal means of advancing God's glory, and 
the happineſs of mankind. If any authority 
or influence be connected with, or reſult 
from our ſituations in life, they may be im- 
proved to anſwer the ſame valuable ends. 
And beſides this, many are the opportunities 
. of doing good, occaſionally afforded us by 
our ſeveral callings in the world, by our con- 
nections and friendſhips, and, above all, by 
the unforeſeen and ſudden interpoſitions of 
providence, which ſhould all be conßidered 
as talents put into our P 
In the ſame view ate we to look upon our 
Time, the few and flecting days of our un- 
certain lives, the ſeaſon given us for the uſe 
an improvement of all the other advantages 


22 * Luke xvi. g. 
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we poſſeſs. We have no right to waſte it in 
ſloth, or conſume and miſpend it in purſuits 
unworthy of our nature and character, as rea- 
ſonable and immortal beings. It is itſelf a | 
talent which | will be brought, into the final 

account ; and the proper uſe of it is marked 
5 out by the ſtation and ſituation, which God 
| bath allotted. us in the world. | 
But I do not mean diſtinctly to enumerate 
all the talents committed to our truſt. They 
J are almoſt infinitely various in the different 


; circumſtances of life. Every man who en- 
| joys the uſe of his reaſonable powers, hath, 
7 at leaſt, ſome one talent to improve. And 
t we ſhould do well to remember in general, 
- that whatever the providence or grace of God 
3 hath beſtowed upon us, which is capable of 
8 being rendered ſubſervient to the glory of 
71 God—of contributing to the happineſs of our 
a fellow creatures or of promoting our own - 
7 true intereſt, is to be conſidered as a talent 
f entruſted to us for our improvement; and 
d ought ſo to be uſed, as may moſt effectually 


anſwer the apparent intention of God in be- 
Ir ſtowing it. But the farther illuſtration! of this 
1 will fall more directly 2% our conſidera- 
ſe * as we e tothew: | 
es 1131107 sls ian bn 
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I. Wherein that impzoveinent-6f our ta- 
lents See * will m, Neger 


na 4327441513 Dog ofthis! 
That we thall Rookies be Lakes to an 


talents tmintftes to. us, is the moſt obriou 
doctrine, and main ſcope of the parable. I i 

is therefore our intereſt to attend to the na- 
ture of that improvement which will be re- 
quired of us. Now a right improvement o of 
our reſpective talents, includes i 2 


00. That we keep i in VIEW the ebe 
they are ſeverally adapted to anſwer, and uſe 


them i in eee to the ane of. thoſe 


1 is ; proper to 3 that. tbe whale 
end to be kept in view in the uſe; of every 


talent, is the glory of God. But, then it is 
likewiſe to be remembered, that there are 


ſevetal ſubordinate ends, which are inſtru- 


mental of promoting this great and laſt end 
and without a due regard to which, we cannot 
glorify God. It is the unhappineſã of man- 
kind to loſe fight of the ends they ought ha- 
- bitually to keep in view, im the uſe and en- 


joyment of the gifts both of God's provi- 
dence and grace. And thus the talents which 


ate put into their hands inſtead of being im- 


— 


>. = proved 
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Rowe to the.glory of God, to the good of 
others, or to their on ſalvation; ate abuſed, 
and vertell into the inſtruments of rebel 
lion apainſt God, und; in che end, daf _ 
and detruRion't5 thcih(clves. © % AHL 
How mblahcholy is it to ſee fo many pH6e | 
ſtituting the reaſonable powers of their minds, 
to ſetve the” irregular appetites of the fleth ; 
in vvhoſe character and conduct, there i is no- 
thing in a moral view; to diſtinguiſn them 
from the beaſts of tlie earth, or tlie fowls 
of heaven Who! eould' imagine that they 
were reaſonable and immortal beings, to ſee 
their attention ſo ingroſſed by ſenſual pur- 
ſuits? What is the natural inference from 
the conduct of thoſe," who trifle away their 
time from infancy to old age, in vanity and 
tinence, ' without ever making religion 
any part of the buſimeſs of their lives? It is 
ſurely this: that they are ſquandering away 
the talents with which they are entruſted, 
and neglecting the nobleſt end of their exiſt- 
ence,” We can indeed never be ſaid to make 
a right improvement of tlie faculties of our 
minds, though we ſhould be ever fo much 
diſtinguiſhed by our impfovements in all 
other branches of ſcience, if we Have not the 
favitg knowledge of God in Jeſus Chriſt. 


Our vnderſtandinge thould be employed in 
B 2 S the 


| L 20 
the ſearch and ſtudy) of, eeuth,- eſpecially. of 
thoſe truths, which do moſt immediately te- 
late to the ſalvation of our ſouls. It ſhquld 
be our conſtant endeavbur to have all our 
paſſions, ſenſes, and appetites, under the ha- 
bitual regulation of reaſon, and the precepts 
and proſpects of revelation. Since God has 
| implanted conſcience in, our breaſts, to be a 
faithful monitor and judge ; its dictates ſhould 
ever be attended to with, reverence, and its 
be it from us to ſtifle it's ſacred voice, that 
we may, with the greater eaſe, indulge our- 
ſelves in the practice of ſin. It is our duty, 
our wiſdom, and will, in the end, be for our 
comfort, to uſe every, mean of preſerving the 
moſt tender; ſenſibility of our conſciences. 
Inſtead, of principally directing the atten- 
tion of our minds to making proviſion for 
the body; while we enjoy. the bleſſing of 
health, we ſhould, uſe theſe earthly. taberna- 
cles, as the aQive inſtruments of fulfilling the 
purpoſes of our minds, in every way, in 
which they are capable of aſſiſting our ſouls 
in the grand concern of human life. Reli- 
gion does not indeed require of us any im- 
moderate acts of ſeyerity to the body. Nor 
is it any part of our duty, wantonly to ſacri · 


fon our health by an WADE application 
of 
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of the body, eyo! dM} the brittle frame 
can bear, even though it ſhould be to the 
buſineſs of religion itſelf. But there is much 
greater danger of erring on the contrary ex- 
rretne;; and of ſhewing an unreaſonable ten- 
derneſs to the fleſn. We ought not to ſuffer 
the body, when in a vigorous ſtate, to em- 
ploy, or rather conſume ſo muchof our time, in 
feeding and refreſhing it; as will at leaſt make | 
it indolent, if not incapacitate it for rendering f 
any effectual or conſiderable ſervice to the 
ſoul. Nor ought we to be ſcrupulouſly fear- 

ful of wearing out the body in the diſcharge of 
its proper duties. By the law of nature it is 
ſubject to gradual decays; and it dies both a 
natural and an honourable death, when it falls 
into the grave it in . fai aaa Wen of the 
immortal mind. 

If we would be a right i improvement of 
our ſpiritual privileges; with our fervent pray- 
ers to the Father of lights for his bleſſing 
upon them, we ſhould unite the diligent uſe 
of the means of grace, with a direct view 
and defire of receiving thoſe ſubſtantial bene- 
fits, which are communicated by the ordi- 
nances of religion to the ſouls of men. If 
this be our concern, we ſhall not be con- 
tented with a cuſtomary, formal attendance 
N religious inſtitutions, - but aim to have 

B 3 0 
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our hearts, and lives, influenced hy Fr 
trines, precepts, and promiſes of the Goſpel; 
that the grace of God which bringeth ſaluation, 
may effectually teach us to deny all ungadlineſe, 
and worldly Juſts ; and te. live ſaberly, righter 
oufly, and godly in this preſent world: looking 
forthe bleſſed bope, even the glarious, appear. 
ang of ther, great God. and our Saviour. Feſus 
Cbriſi . Sinners, to: whom Jeſus is xepre- 
preſented as an all -ſufficient Sayiout cannot 
be ſaid ta make any improvement of the 
preaching of the Goſpel, if they diſcover no 
ſolicitude about a | perſonal, intereſt, in that 
great ſalvation, of which He: is the Author 
—if theit temper and praQtice plainly mani- 
Feſt, that they neglect all the counſels. of the 
word f God that they have no deſire to 
break off their fins by true repentance, or by 
faith to receiye the promiſe. of pardon, through 
the death and righteouſneſs, of Jeſus Chriſt. 
And if they live and die in rhis ſtate, it will 
be more tolerable for ihe inhabitants of Tyre 
and Sidon, of Sodom and Gomorrab, in the 
day of gs ge ſuch impenitent 
fſinners. 87 ctictte 272 110 cle A171 

11 Gig y of us; heavy Ady experienced 
the proper influence of divine truth upon 
our fenen and lives, through neee | 
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the Bleſſed Spirit ſprinkling the blood of 
Jeſus upon a guilty. conſcience, and renew+ 
ing us after the image: of God; we are ſtill 
to regard and uſe the continued enjoyment 
of our religious privileges, as the means of our 
progreſſive improvement in all the branches 
of the Chriſtian temper, in all the graces and 
virtues of the divine life; that we may at 
length be prepared to join the ſpirits of 
juſt men made perfect above. For, to refer 
to the words of an Apoſtle, we have not yet 
apprehended that, for which we were appre- 

hended of Chriſt Jeſus. ' We have not yet 
attained, neither are we already perfect; 
therefore, with him we ſhould reſolve, in de. 
pendence on divine Grace, to forget the 
things which are behind, and teaching forth 
unto thoſe things which are before, preſs 
towards the mark for the prize of the high 


calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus. To the at- 
tainment of this end, the'perſevering improve- 


ment of our religious advantages is happily 


ſubſervient; and this end will aſſuredly be 


accompliſhed in the ſouls of all true believers 
who, with this view, habitually and practi- 
cally improve the means of grace. For a 
preached Goſpel, will, to all ſuch, be the 
power of God, and the wiſdom of nts. unto 


their eternal ſalvation. * 
SR. Through 
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1 |» Thobogh' a practical diſregard to the "EY 
tion of God in beſtow-ing our temporal bleſ⸗ 
fings upon us, too many waſte and conſume 
them upon their luſts. It is their vain ima- 
gination, that they may do what they will 
with their own; forgetting, that though with 
reſpect to their fellow- creatures, their world- 
ly ſubſtance may with propriety be called 
their on; yet it is not ſo in reſpect of 
God, Who is himſelf the proper owner, and 
has but lent it to them for different and more 
| Impertans nds: {5:1 4 ö 
With reſpect to the betend of, improv- 
ing our riches, as talents committed to our 
truſt; the views of many profeſſing Chriſtians 
appear not to be ſufficiently enlarged. Con- 
tributions to the relief of the poor, "ſeem fre- 
queutly to be confidered merely as acts of 
benevolence and genero/ity ; whereas they are, 
in ſome ſenſe, debts of juſtice, which indi- 
viduals, according to their reſpective capaci- 
ties, owe to the community of which they 
are members. For however the obligation 
to beneficent acts may vary in ſome reſpects 
in its denomination, from that of juſtice pro- 
perly; ſo called, to which every man, with 
whom we have, any connections, has a direct 
and unalienable claim; it muſt nevertheleſs | 
e aſſerted, that the former is equally bind» 


VVV 
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; A unde the limitation of certain circum- 


ſtances; reſpecting the ability we poſleſs;, and 


the right of ſelecting objects, in a caſe where 
wie cannot poſſibly extend relief to all. Of 
ſuch eircumſtances however, it is to be fear- 
ed, many perſons avail themſelves in an un- 
warrantable manner; conſidering themſelves 
as without the reach of the obligation to 
aſſiſt their fellow - creatures, in conſequence of 
a falſe eſtimate which they form of their own 
ability in a comparative view. They reckon 
[themſelves unabletodo good, while, at the fame 
time, they devote no inconſiderable part of their 
ſubſtance, or their gains, to very unneceſſary 
expenees. And thus many alſo, who hold 
the general obligation as applicable to them- 
ſelves; yet act under the influence of an un- 
due reſtriction, as to the proportion which 
their charitable donations bear to their other 
diſburſements, upon the moſt trivial occaſi- 


ons, and for the moſt unprofitable purpoſes. | 


Nor is it improbable, that from the influence 
of fimilar principles, it came to paſs that the 
idea of merit has been more generally affixed 
to Almt- giving. than to any other branch of 
duty. But a due conſideration of that uſe 


and improvement, which will be required of 


our worldly ſubſtance, as well as of every other 
talent, at the coming of our Lord, may be ſuf- 
2. ficient 
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Seiedt -to'convince us of euery miſtake of this 
kind; whether it be in opinion, or in practice. 
If our riehes have been only uſed in ſubſer- 
viency to Guf pride and vanity, or to miniſter 
to our luxury and wantonneſs—if they have 
attached us more ſtrongly to this world, drawn 
off our attention from the inviſible objects of 
a future ſtate, and ſo made us more negli- 


gent of the ſalvation of our ſouls; we ſhall 


de found at laſt unfaĩthful ſtewards of the ta- 
lents committed to us. If God has not been 
glorified, nor the neceſſities of our brethren 


relieved by them, we ſhall not be able to 
give a good account of them to our Judge. 


Me beſt improve our Time, by devoting it 
nk diligence to the ſervice of God and 
men in the particular duties of our reſpective 
callings in life; and by redeeming as much 


of it as our common callings will admit, for 
the more immediate honour of God, and ad- 


vantage of out own ſouls. Indolence will be 
it's own puniſhment; andꝭ ĩt is an heinous: fin 
in the ſight of God, who has commanded us 
not to be flothful-in buſineſs, as well as to be 
fervent. in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord a. We 
ſhould carefully avoid: all temptations to in- 


dolence, and all the means of contracting 
the habies of tl Nav n e On 
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of time by / the nanecefiary indulgence: of the 
fleſh, by, idle, formal viſits, and by falling 
in with thoſe numberleſs inventions for Ailling 
time, which are eagerly purſued by men, 
who are diſaffected to the proper improve · 
ment of it; 1s ever to be guarded againſt by 

ſuch as would give up a good account of 
their ſtewardſhip. For whatſoever are the 
gifts of God beſtowed upon us, we may be 
fully perſuaded they have not been rightly 
1 improved, if they have not been applied to 
the moſt valuable ends, which they were 
aral ob, anſwering. I ſhall now only add, 


"425, We an are inſtructed by the parable, that 
the improyemeut requited of us will be in 
' . proportion to the nature and number of the 
talents, with which we have Wh. been 
entruſted. 1 


203 i une 1 7 
Chriſt is not an hard 8 Heis repre- 
fk in the | parable; as diſtributing the ta- 
lents according to the ſeveral abilities of his 
ſetvants; and he will have a reſpect to the 
” meaſure of his own diſtribution, in the final 
account. The wicked and ſlothſul ſervant 
Was condemned for neglecting and hiding one 
talent; and not becauſe he had not gained | 
Aue, or tas talents,. With the one which had 
been entruſted to his care. He that had 
received two, and gained two, was honoured 


with 
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with his Lord's approbation; el! "as that 
reh; who had gained five talents, by the 
e been committed unto him. 
To: ub⁰iπ i er -murh it given, of him-"ſhall 
much be required *. ' Now it will ſurely be 
allowed, that we cannot poſſibly conduct 
ourſelves by a better rule of practice, than 
that which will be the rule of our future 


judgment. Nor ought it then to be for- 


gotten, that the advantageous circumſtances 
dn which: the-providence'of God hath placed 
4s, will not allow us to heſitate in conclud- 
ing. chat much will be required of us. In 
compariſon with thouſands of our, fellow- 
heirs of immortality, we are all in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of many talents; and ſuch as are of 
the greateſt intrinſic value. And ſome of 
you, compared with moſt about) you in the 
lower ſtations of life, will be found to have 
received a much larger truſt, than has fallen 
to the common lot of mankind. One prin- 
-cipal. danger you have to guard againſt; is, 
leſt your ſuperior advantages ſhould be for- 
gotten by you in this view, that they enlarge 
the ſphere of your duty, and multiply your 
obligations to glorify God, and to do good 
to others. From you more is e now, 
_ arte be required hereafter. " our 
47 5 ©Lake. 1 a 
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abilities and opportunities for uſefulneſs, be 
more and greater than what others enjoy: 
it is but a reaſonable requiſition, that! we 
ſhould give an account of thoſe advantages 
vhich we have had above others, as well as 
of thoſe Which we have held in common with 
them. Such an improvement then in pro- 
portion both to the nature and number of our 
talents; will moſt certainly one day be requir- 
ed of us. After a long time our Lord will 
ſurely come, and reckon with us. Though 
ſome men may be tempted, from the worſt 
of; motives, to aſk, Mlere is the promiſe of 
his coming, for fince the fathers fell afleep,: all 
things continue a. oc err from the. be- 
ginning ; there is, in truth, no reaſon to 
queſtion his appearance in the appointed 
time. Far yet à little while, and be that ſball 
came, will come, and 10:ll not tarry #. Beſides 
the ſtrongeſt preſumptive evidences: of a 
future judgment, on which I. ſhall not 
now: inſiſt, we have the clear and poſi- 
tixe teſtimony of the word of God. We are 
therein moſt ſalemnly aſſured, that we m 
all appear before the judgment feat of. Cbrift ; 3 
| that, every one may receive the things done in 
bis body, according 10 [that be hath done, | 
whether. it be good or bad f. To neglect a ö 
right improvement of the talents committed 
* 2 Pet. lil. 4. + Heh, x. 37. t 2 Cor. v. 10. 
Sy | to 


40 
to us, under the idea that there-wilt-beino 
future reckoning, 1s therefore: the maſt dread- 
ful folly and preſumption. It1is indeed an 
awful. trath,- that becauſe: ſentence: agninſt an 
evil work it not executed Hpeodihy, '#hberefbre 
; the beurt of the ſons of men is: fully ſor in tben 
to db cuil n. But this abuſe of the divine 
patience, | will be reckoned as an heinous ag: 
gravation of their wickedneſs and negligence, 
inſtead of being admitted to operate as the 
ſlighteſt excuſe! It was perhaps the princi- 
pal defign-of our Lord, in expreſſing himſelf 
as he does in the parable, to intimate that 
none of his ſervants. ſhould have any reaſon 
to complain of the requiſition of improve- 
ment being made too ſoon; or before they 
had had ſufficient opportunity of improving 
the talents committed to them. After a long, 
or ſome conſiderable time, ſaitch he, the 
Lord of thoſe Servants cometh and reckoneth 
with them. In every other paint of view, 

it may with truth be ſaid, agretably to many 
declarations of ſctipture, that he will come 


J quickly ſince the utmoſt duration of time 


is but a ſpan, compared with” eternity. The 
period faſt advances, hen that ſolemn ſcene 
will actually take place, which, in the early 
days of the mmhh war repre 
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ſented to the Apoſtle John in a vifan;: A, 
Jau, fays he, a greut white throne, aud bin 
that ſat on it, from ialoſs face the turth and 
the heaven fled away, and tbere ꝛuat found no 
place for them. And I ſau the dead, ſinall 
and great, ſtand before Gad; and the boobr 
were opened: and another bot wa apened. 
which ir the boat M H; and the dead were 
Judged « out 'of "rbaſe-yhings which were written 
in 'the books, according ro therr\ works... \ And 
ihe oa gave up the ua which -were in it; 
ani death. and bades: delfuered up the dead 
bio wert in tbam; and they were. judged 
every! man according to their works. Aud 
ditatbᷣ and bades qare cùſt into ibe late ꝙ fire. 
Thi ig tb ſecund drur And uibgſaewer was 
not found ivritten mthe Job of life. 10as caft 
mto"the take of fru n. Such is the ſcriptural 
repreſentation of that day, on which Chriſt 
be umireil in all them that believe but at the 
ſame time 10 fai vengeance: upd: them that 
ino nor Gad, ani olry not the geſpel of aur 
Lau Fafus Chrifi hi And if ue have any 
juſt regard to out on eternal welfare, we 
all feel the force of this deſcription to 
quicken us in the! diligent improvement of 
the taleuts, with which: we are entruſted. 
® Rev. xx. bn aT hel. i., 8, 10. 
ni | | - "BO: 
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The wicked and ſlothful ſervant will find 
himſelf unable to evade his appearance at this 
dread tribunal, and deſtitute of any refuge 
to which he can flee, earneſtly, as he would. 
then wiſh to eſcape the co ademnation of his 
Judge. In vain will he cry. to the mountains 
and rocks, to fall on him, and hide him 
from the face of bim that fitteth on tbe throne, 
and from the "wrath: q the Lamb, wwhen-this 
great day / his wrath ſhall come . All the 
refuges of lies, in which he formerly truſted, 
will be now ſwept away ſor ever. To urge 
a plea, like that ſuggeſted: in the parable, 
. excuſing his own negligence by an unjuſt | 
1 accuſation of his Lord, by profeſſing to have 
N | entertained the falſe notion of Chriſt as an 
hard maſter; will be juſtly puniſſied, both 
as a moſt impious reflection upon the charac- 
ter of his Lord, and as à plea which, in its 
very nature, ſuppoſing t to have had any juſt 
foundation, ſhould have had the ditectly 
contrary influence upon his conduct. He 
who judgeth the ſecrets of the heart, cannot 
poſſibly be deceived by vain and hypoctitical 
pretenſions of any kind. And he is a righte- 
ous judge, who, as ſuch, will maintain the 
4 ſtricteſt impartiality in the ſolemn proceſs ; 
- and determine our r — accord- 
3 Rev. vi. 16 17. 22 * : 
1 ing 
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ing as we ſhall be found by hit to have beeri 
either faithful, or ſlothful ſervants: 

Let us then now direct our thoughts to 
thoſe reflections, which the conſideration 

of the general truths already _— may 
naturally ſuggeſt to us; 

1. This ſubject ſhould lead us to 4 OE 
and grateful acknowledgment of the good- 
neſs of God; in beſtowing ſo _— e 
yy us: | 


"The donduct of the Sena of mankind, 
ſeems to argue very little ſenſe of the numer- 
dus obligations which they are under to 
Almighty God, for the various bleſſings of 
Creation, Providence; and Redemption. "Bai 
if we ſeriouſly apply ourſelves to the conſis 


deration, of the ſeveral capacities of happineſs 


of which we are poſſeſſed, and by which we 


are diſtinguiſhed—if we attend to all the 


circumiſtarices of our lot and fituation in the 


world, which are favourable to our purſuit 


und attainment of etethal happineſs hereafter 
and above all, if we reflect on the invalu- 


_ able privileges of the goſpel diſpenſation, and 


look forward to what will be the glorious 


iſſue of our enjoyment of them, if, by grace, 
we are enabled and difpoſed to make a wife 


. and 
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and faithful improvement of them; the 
goodneſs of God will appear in a variety of 
views, and in a very ſtriking and affecting 
light. We may well exclaim with the Pſalm- 
iſt, Lord, What is man, that thou art thus 
mindful of him or the. fon of man that thou 
thus wi/fteft him ! Thou haſt made him a little 
tower than' the angels, and haſt e Aim 
with glory and honour *, 

The criminal abuſe or 2 85 our 
talents, by no means diſſolves or leſſens our 
obligations to the goodneſs of God, in be- 
ſtowing them upon us. And whatſoever 
may be the improvement we have made of 
them, or however great the advantages, 


, Which we may warrantably expect to derive 
from that improvement, according to the 
tenor of the goſpel conſtitution ; duty and 


gratitude will nevertheleſs conſtrain. us, to 
give all the honour and glory to the riches of 


his grace. The talents which laid the foun- 


dation for that improvement, were originally 
his free and unmerited gifts ; and had he 


1 not thus favoured and honoured us, we 


ſhould neither have poſſeſſed capacity nor 
meetneſs for glorifying him in this life, or 


for being glorified in his bliſsful preſence i in 
ts life to come. And had he not added 


bs * Palm vil, 45 Se * | 
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1 
talent to talent, the one, to enable us to im- 
prove the other, we muſt all have deſpaired 
of being ever numbered among his good and 
faithful ſervants. We ought therefore to be 
deeply ſenſible of our obligations to the 
divine goodneſs for every talent we have re- 
ceived and more eſpecially, if, in any mea- 
ſure, we have been enabled to improve the 
various gifts of his providence and grace, to 


his glory, and to our on true intereſt. Let 
us. . 1 


ai" Take ds hence to inquire, "kts 
eren we have already made, of the 
talents with which we have been entruſted. 


How awful will be our ſituation, if out 
wilful and finful negligence ſhould at laſt 
iſſue in bewailing the irreparable loſs of al! 
our talents, and likewiſe ſubje& us to the 
ſore diſpleaſure of our final judge! Let us 
then now faithfully and impartially examine 
our own hearts. Haw have the reaſonable 
| powers of our minds been employed? Have 
they been exerciſed in glorifying God, in the 
| purſuit of his favour, and of our own eternal 
hap pine(s ? What are we the better, or the 
3 Wiler, for all our religious advantages? Hare 
we any evidence, that che 4 regs of God, 
2 e 
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as illuſtrated 3 in the gift of his Son to be the 
Saviour of ſinners, hath led us to true re- 


pentance towards God, and faith in the Re- 


deemer ? Or are we ſtill hardened; impeni- 
tent unbelievers, at enmity with God by 
wicked works, and devoted to the ſervice of 
ſin? Can we ſay any thing from our own ex- 
perience, of the transforming, purifying influ- 
ence of the grace of God upon our hearts, and 
lives ?- What is our habitual temper towards 
God, and a future inviſible ſtate? What are 


the principal objects of our defires and affec- 


tions ? What are the purſuits which form and 
mark our diſtinguiſhing characters? To what 
good purpoſes have we hitherto lived? Have 


we lived wholly to ourſelves, or to the glory 


of God? How have we filled up the relations 
in which we have ſtood to our fellow-crea- 


tures ? What good have we done to others? 


What valuable uſe have we made of the tem- 


poral blefſings, which God in his providence 


has beſtowed upon us ? Theſe, and many 


more queſtions of the ſame kind, may with 


propriety be put to our own. hearts, in the 


view and expectation of that day, when the 
Lord will come to reckon with us for all the 
advantages we have enjoyed. Nor is it to be 


doubted, that the ſtrict and impartial proſe- 


cution of ſuch inquiries, will convince us 


III. That 
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III. That we have all fad occaſion to la- 
ment, that we have not been more active 
and diligent, in the improvement of the ta- 
lents which we have received. | 


The moſt diligent have reaſon to confeſs 
with grief, that much of their time hath run 
to waſte, in a thoughtleſs diſregard to their 
moſt important intereſts. A thouſand trif- 
ting purſuits have engaged their attention, 
while the glory of God, and the buſineſs of 
their own ſalvation, have been ſhamefully 
neglected. It is well, if, beſides the bloom 
of youth, ſome of us are not conſtrained to 
add many of our riper years, to the nutnber 
of thoſe in which we have ſolely wrought 
the will of the fleſh. There is in all, an 
affecting and humbling. diſproportion, be- 
tween our advantages and our improvements. 
The generality even of true Chriſtians, may, 
alas! with the ſtricteſt propriety, reproach 
themſelves on account of their preſent un- 
fruitfulneſ. How low is their fpiritual ſta- 
ture! How tanguid and feeble is their exer- 
ciſe of the ſeveral Chriſtian graces and 
virtues! How inconſiderable their attain- 
ments in knowledge and holineſs; conſider- 
ing the many years they have fat under the 


means of grace, and the plenteous communi- 
+ - - cations 


fi 

cations of divine and ſaving influences, with 
which they have been blefied 1 It is com- 
paratively very little, that any of us have 
done to promote the glory of God; and te 
advance the intereſt of the Redeemer in the 
world. We. have let ſlip many, opportunities, 
of uſefulneſs. which are now gone, irrecover- 
ably, gone, loſt for over. Our, paſt years 
bear witneſs, that there are many blanks i in 
the regiſter of our. lives, in which there i is na 
trace of any rational or: uſeful exiftence,. How, 
much more active might we haye been, and | 
how. much more good might we: haye done, 
bad WF, been ſuitably attentive ta, all the op- 
Portunities afforded us, for glorifying God, 
and promoting the happineſs of thoſe around 
us! We ſeem. often to have forgotten. that 
we bad any talents giyen us for gur. improve- 
| ment; or, at leaſt, that our ; Lord, would one 
day, gome to reckon with Us for them. 
Many ; who have ; poſſeſſed fewer, advantages, 
have far outſtripped us in their attainments 
- and, improvements, They are laden with 
5 the fruits. of righteguſpeſs, while « our branches 
are | comparatively, barren and withered, 
hang the ape of Alexanger the Great, 
. made Cæſar groan, mung with the, reflection | 
that he had done nothing memorable when 
ere at thoſe years, in the Tpace of which 
Alexander 


. 

Abet had made himſelf Maſter of the 
world; how much more juſtly may the 
nobler victories, the more glorious achieve- 
ments of the many Chriſtian Warriors, who 
ſtand on record in the hiſtory of the Church, 
make us bluſh and weep for our ſloth and 
inactivity, in fighting the good fight of faith? 
May it be our ſincere concern, that the year 
on which we are now juſt entered, may bear 
teſtimony to our increaſed zeal and a e 
in ee de 8 . To . end 

IV. Let us el; din this affiſtance 
of the grace and ſpirit of God, to enable us 
to make 'a better improvement of all our 
talents for the time to come. 


8 us not abuſe the paſt See of the 
riches of divine forbearance, to the indulgence 
of a fothful ſpirit. The time may quickly 
come, when interceſſion ſhall no longer be 
made for the barren fig-trees—when. no kind 
5 advocate ſhall renew the plea, cc Let them 


alone this year alſo.” Then ſhall they be 
cut down as cumberers of the ground. Let 


us then, aſhamed to think either that we have 
been altogether unfruitful, or that aur froit- 
fulneſs bath borne ſos little proportion to our 


mne apply ourſelves by fervent Anger 


10 . C4 to 


a aa RARE <7. 


1 40 3 
ts the fountain of all grace. The right im- 
ptovement of our talents muſt take its'riſe, 
in the renovation of our nature by the ſpirit 
of God; and it is only under his continued 
influences, that we can go on progreffively 
unto; perfection. What are the moſt enlarged 
capacities of happineſs ? Or what are the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed external privileges, ta the 
actual attainment of everlaſting life; while 
we are under the habitual influence of de- 
praved diſpoſitions? The moſt perfect in: 


ſtructions are alone inſufficient to conquer 
the natural enmity of the heart, to the power 


and practice of vital religion. The inſtabi ; 


lity of our warmeſt and ſtrongeſt reſolutions, 
would render us an eaſy prey to the temptar 


tions of the preſent warld. But this is one 
of the glorious peculiarities of the goſpel 
diſpenſation, that, together with the cleareſt 


diſcovery of the way of ſalvation, and the 


moſt perfect rules of conduct; we have alſo 
the promiſe of the Holy Spirit, to create us 
anew in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works—to 
implant and cheriſh in us the principles of 
the divine life—and ſtrengthen us with all 
might in the i inner man, that we may abound 


in all the fruits of holineſs. How earneſtly 


then ought we to plead the encouraging re- 
proſentation, which our Lord hath — us 


of 


/ 
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of his Father's readineſs to beſtow his Holy 
Spirit upon us. F ye then being evil, faith 
he, knaw bow to give good gifts unto your 
ehuldren ; bow much more ſhall your heavenly 
Father, give the Holy Spirit to them that af 
him? * We can never expect to make 4 
faithful improvement of our talents, if we 
negle& to ſeek the quickening influences of 
this divine Agent, But if we live in daily 
dependence upon divine aids, we may he- 
lievingly hope for the accompliſhment of 
that gracious . promiſe ; I will be as the deu 
unto Iſrael ; he ſhall grow as the lilly, and cat 
forth his raats as Lebanon; bis branches ſhall | 
Spread, and his beauty ſhall be as the alive 
tree, and his ſmell as Lebanon. + And doth 
not the rapid progreſs of time, the ſwift ſucg- 
ceſſion of our years, call aloud upon us all, 
fervently ta ſolicit the needful promiſed 
grace, to enable us better to improve our 
talents while we hold them ? For we. can 
| haye but a little time before us. The com- 
ing of our Lord is at hand, to reckon with 


us for the talents committed to our truſt. 


v. This ſubject may be fitly applied, and 
im proved to recommend the charitable in- 
ſtitution, on the behalf of which I now ap- 


* Luke xi, 13; 9 55 6. 


TL = 3 
Pear befdre you, to . e Sontribu- 
tions for its ſupport. Rs | 


Tou will not, I preſume, enterthin 14 4 doubt; 
that to lend your aid in this good work, will 
be making a wiſe improvement of ſome of 
your talents, An inſtitution which ſpeaks fo 
Toudly 'for itſelf, 'can indeed require very 
little to be ſaid to convince you either of its 
utility, or importance. I im ſure there is a 
filent- but perſuaſive eloquence, in the very 
- appearance of theſe children, which will find 
its way to every benevolent heart.” If we 
look on ſuch a number of neceflitous chil- 
dren, as Men, and as Chriſtians ' ought to 
Took upon them ; we cannot but approve the 
charitabſe deſign of our preſent meeting. 
The objects now preſented to your view, 

poſſeſs every recommendation which an advo- 
cate could wiſh to urge on their behalf. But 
I ſhall not now attempt at large to paint the 
dangers 15 0 to which they ſtand expoſed; or to 
repreſent. the many ſnares by which they 
might probably be ſeduced to ruin, No man 
'who is acquainted with human” nature, or 
has any knowledge of the world, can be i ig- 
norant of them. The benefits of early 1 in- 
| ftruQion 1 in. the principles of religion, are very 
obvious to a reflectipg nnd. Childhood is 
1 95 a the 
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the peribd of life in which we have the 
faireſt ptoſpect of Tilcceſs, in our attempts 
to form the mind to proper ſentiments and 


3 diſpoſitions.” To deny our aſſiſtance there- 


fore, on the preſent occaſion, ' would be 


2 ſhameful neglect of one of the plaineſt 


duties of humanity. In vain ſhall we re» 


proach the heathen, with the barbarous 


cuſtom of expoſing their infatits to inclemency 
of weather, or to mercileſs beafts' of prey ; 
if we ourſelves can contentedly expoſe the 
children of the poor, to all the more deſtrue- 


tive evils, which are the natural conſequences 


of ignorance. and vice, without the feebleſt 
exertion for their preſervation.” Phe advan- 
tages Which may, and moſt probably, in a 
greater ot leſs degree, will acerue to the 
children themſelves, ſhould alone be ſuffici 


ent to perſuade you to a liberal conttibution, 


But while we are promoting their comfort, 
we are providing for our own. The advan- 
tages of ſuch inſtitutions eReud te the com- 
munity at large. By ſuch means as theſe, 
the lower claſſes of life are ſupplied with 


| members, whoſe induſtry contributes, in no 


mall degree, to he eaſe and ebmfort of the 


rich. Not is the early inſtruction of theſe 
children in the principles of feligion, leſs 
| advantageous to _m—_— ; as it is the moſt 


effectual 


af 2 
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effectual mean of bringing their minds un- 
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der the influence of thoſe reſtraints, which 


are of the utmoſt importance to the good 
order of civil ſociety. While, at the ſame 


time, the knowledge of that grace of God, 


which bringeth ſalvation to men of every rank, 
has a tendency to cheer the gloom which 
might otherwiſe attend their fituation—and to 
preſerve them from ſinking into deſponden- 
cy under the preſſure of adverſity, ſhould ad- 
verſity be their lot, by encouraging them to 
ſeek and apply the conſolation of [coking for 
that bleſſed bope, the glorious appearing of the 


great God and our Saviour, 'Feſus Chriſt. 


A more particular account of the origin 
and deſign of this Inſtitution is contained in 
the ſtate of the School put into * Hans, 
which informs us that | 

„The foundation of this School \ was ENF) 
4 in the year 1687, in the reign of James 
«* the Second, when a ſchool was ſet up by 
„ one. Poultqn, a Jeſuit; and public notice 
„% was. given, that he would inſtruct thjge 


0 children of the poor gratis. Upon which, 
* Mr. Arthur Shallet, Mr. Samuel Warbur- 


* ton, and Mr. Ferdinanda Holland laid the 


* foundation of this School; to avoid the 
« conſequences of a Popiſh ſchool, and pro- 


vide * the inſtruction of the children of 


40 che 
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« the poor in the Proteſtant way. The num- 
« ber of ſcholars at firſt was 40, afterwards 
« increaſed to 50, but now to 200. They 
« are taught to read, write, and cypher ; 
« and thereby qualified for the ſervice of 
„God and man. It may be ſaid to be the 
« firſt School the Proteſtant Diſſenters were 
«© concerned in; and here objects are received 
« without diſtinction of parties, the common 
ce good being intended. It is ſituated in one 
e of the pooreſt parts of this city, and the 
&« children of the pooreſt ſort of watermen, 
« fiſhermen, and others, are here taught 
* without any expence to their parents; and 
« are furniſhed with ſpelling- books, teſta- 
ments, d ropes writing and cyphering 
« books ;* and the girls are taught to ſew and 
« knit. | 

The charges have been defrayed by the 
«« gifts and ſubſcriptions of private perſons, 
« with two annual collections, and the kind 
* remembrance of the ſaid School by ſome 
« in their laſt wills.” | 

A noble inſtance was this of a firm attach- 
ment to the cauſe of Proteſtant Chriſtianity. 
Let us not fall ſhort of the zeal of our fore- 
fathers, in endeavouring to fortify the minds 
of the rifing generation, againſt the pernicious 
principles of the Church of Rome. It is not 
3 EY 95 for 
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6% me to ſay, how far there is any reaſon to 


ſuſpect that the Prieſts of that idolatrous 


Church, are yet buſy in ſeducing the ignorant 
and unwary ; but of this we may be certain, 


| that we can by nothing more effectually pro- 


vide againſt the ſucceſs of ſuch endeayours, 
than by leading the young to an early ac- 
quaintance with the Scriptures ;- and. by ex- 
erting ourſelves in liberal donations for the 


relief of the poor. In this latter reſpect, the 


zeal of the Papiſts is a reproach to Proteſtants, 
For though we would not wiſh to traffic in 
religion, and purchaſe the profeſſion of Pro- 


teſtantiſm; yet ſurely it is not for our ho- 
nqur, that the votaries of a falſe religion, 
ſhould appear in a more favourable light to 


the poor than the profeſſors of genuine Chri- 
ſtianity, by a greater readineſs to relieve the 
diſtreſſed. Thoſe who partake of the bounty 
of others, will not narrowly inſpect the prin- 


ciples from which it proceeds, while they enjoy 


the relief which it affords them. And to this, 
I believe, rather than to any other cauſe what- 
ſoever, we may impute thoſe converſions to 


Fopery which are made among the poor. 


As I perſuade myſelf you are diſpoſed to 
thew your liberality upon the preſent oeca- 
fon; ſuffer only the word of exhortation, to 


ſee to it, that.all your: ON: ee 


A 


„ 


ed upon juſt principles, and directed to right 


ends. 

It i is much to be a ed. that vanity and 
oſtentation ſhould ſo often be diſguiſed under 
the ſpecious maſk of piety and benevolence. 
But however men may deceive themſelves, 
the omniſcient Searcher of hearts has reſpect 
to the principles of all our actions; and eſti- 
mates them not according to their appearance 


in the eyes of men, but according to their 


true nature and quality. It is a general maxim 
laid down by the Apoſtle, from which we 


ought never to depart, that whether we eat 


or drink, or whatſaever we do, we ſhould do 
all to the glory of Gd. Let not the natural 
pride of our hearts betray us into a vain con- 


ceit, of waſhing away the ſtains of our ſins 


againſt God, by acts of kindneſs to men; 


but while we reſt our hopes of accept- 


ance and ſalvation upon the free mercy of 
God, through Jeſus Chriſt; let us ſtudy to 
ſhew how powerful the influence of that 
grace is, to engage us to the practice of every 
good work. In conformity to the example 


of our Bleſſed Lord, let us cultivate an uni- 


verſal good- will to men ; and manifeſt to all 


around us, that Chriſtian Benevolence is not 
a latent, live Principle. a 2; conſtant 
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Incentive to evety thing that 1 is excellent arid 


85 praiſe - worthy. 


Let me now direct myſelf to your the 


: Children, on whoſe behalf we are here af- 


fembled. _ 
\ You have a talent put into your hands for 


your improvement. The providence of God 


hath laid you under great obligations to the 
generoſity of your Benefactors; and your duty 
to them is eſſentially connected with your | 


own intereſt: Vou cannot reaſonably expect 


to derive any advantage from your prefent 
ſituation, if you be not careful to make the 


the beſt improvement of the opportunity you 


now have for inſtruction. - Nothing will af- 


ford greater pleaſure to your beſt friends, 
than to ſee you at once attending to what 


will qualify 'you for living uſefully and de- 
cently in the world; and, at the ſame time, 
diſcovering an equal and ſerious attention to 
the duties of religion and morality. Let me 
ſolemnly charge you to regard this grand 
leſſon of life, That the fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of wiſdom . Seek his favour. 
Thoſe who ſeek him ws, ſhall find him. 
Pray to him to pardon you,. to teach you, to 

ſanctify you, and fave you through Jeſus 


Chriſt. Be ſure not to forget that you Have fouls 


ra 


* Prov, k, 10. of 
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to be ſaved; and that it is not too ſoon in 
life, for you to be found inquiring after the 
way to eſcape the wrath of God, and to ob- 


tain the happineſs of heaven. Keep holy 


the Sabbath-day. When you are in the houſe 
of God, behave with ſeriouſneſs, and hear with 
attention. Remember that you are as much 
concerned as any other of the hearers, in what 
is delivered from the pulpit. Endeavour to 
treaſure up in your memories what you hear. 


When you go home, think upon it. Run 
not to your play; or into the company of ſuch 
children as have never been. taught to fear 


God, and would tempt you to neglect all that 


is good. Remember that if you give your- 


ſelves up to profaneneſs, to lying, ſwearing, 
profaning the name of God, or to the 
practice of any other fin; all good men 
will deſpiſe you, and God himſelf will give 
you a portion in the lake which burneth with 
brimſtone and fire. But it is my prayer for you, 


that it may pleaſe him to-take away the ſtony 


heart out of your fleſh,” and to give you an 
heart of fleſh—that you may be early brought 
to the ſaving knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
be formed for a glorious immortality—that 
as you increaſe in years and in ſtature, you 
may-alſo increaſe in wiſdom, and in 179 925 


both with God, and man. : | 
D - There 
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There is ſo much ſutisfaction to a benevo: 


lent mind” in doing good, in concerting. and 


executing Plans of public utility, and. parti» 


cularly with a view to the prefervation and 
welfare of the riſing generation; that. thoſe 


| who have the management of this charitable 


inftitution, will, I truſt, ever find within 
their own breaſts, a moſt powerful incentive 
to perſeverance in the generous undertaking, 


It is only left to me, to add my withes and 


prayers for them alſo, that ſucceſs may cron 


cerely intended the glory of God in whatſo - 


ever they have done, or may hereafter do for 


the children under their care, their labour of 


loye may be both accepted, and graciouſly 
rewarded, when their Lord ſhall come to 
reckon with them for the talents committed 
to their truſt. Wherefore, finally, 


VI. Let us endeavour to maintain a be- 
lieving reſpect, in the whole of our conduct, 
to the future appearance of Chriſt as our 
judge; that when he ſhall actually appear, 
we may have confidence, and not oa aſhamed 
before Him at his coming. | 


Were our minds more conſtantly ' and 


deeply impreſſed with the Project of ſtand- 
ing 


1233 ; — 


Es 
ing before the judgment · ſeat of. Chriſt, it 


would have the moſt happy effect upon our 


hearts and lives, An event ſo intereſting to 
us, deſerves our moſt ſerious and frequent 
thoughts. Let us often, then anticipate the 
auguſt appearance of the Son of God, in the 


character of ſupreme and univerſal Judge; 


particularly with the idea of his coming as 


aur Judge,: to paſs upon each of us a ſen- 


tence: which will be final, irreverſible.— 
ſentence, which will either enſure to us the 
immediate and everlaſting poſſeſſion of per- 
fe& hliſs ; or conſign us to the doleful regions 
of defpair, Is it poſſible for us to reflect on 


the final doom of the ſlothful ſervant, with- 


out being ſtruck with a ſolemn awe and.dread? 
The talent ſhall be taken from him, and be 
ſhall be caſt into wuter darkneſs, where ſhall be 


weeping and gnaſhing of teeth—{hall be ſent 


down to hell, to be the companion of damned 
ſpirits. How tremendous the apprehenſion ! 


What , inconceivable anguiſh muſt perpe- 
tually ariſe from his reflection, on the talents 


ſlothfully neglected by him! Yet dreadful as 


the condition of ſuch an one will be, it will 


moſt certainly be your portion and mine, if 
we are not found faithful ſervants. But if we 
are found faithful, who can deſcribe the 
tranſports of joy, which will flow into our 

I ſouls 


| 
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"fouls from the ſmiles of our Judge, when he 
ſhall teſtify his approbation by ſaying to us, 
Well done, good and faithful ſervants, enter 
ye into the joy of your Lord? O!] let us then 


ſee to it, that we are among the number of 


his genuine diſciples, that ſo this animating 
expectation may prove a never- failing incen- 
tive, to an unremitted diligence in the diſ- 
charge of all the duties we owe to God, to 
our fellow- creatures, and to ourſelves ; that 
we may derive from it the nobleſt ſupports 
under all the conflicts of our ſpiritual war- 


fare —and triumph over death itſelf, in the 


full and joyful perſuaſion, that when Chriſt, 
Who 1s our life, ſhall appear, then Hall We wa 
apprar _ bim i in glory s. 


* Coloſl, iii. 4. 
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